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ASEAN Frontliners Honored by 
ASEAN Women Circle of Los Angeles (AWCLA) 

 
26 October 2021, Los Angeles – Consul General Edgar B. Badajos, in his capacity as 
Honorary Patron of the ASEAN Women Circle of Los Angeles (AWCLA), led the Philippine 
Consulate General’s participation in AWCLA’s ASEAN First Responders Gathering, which 
was held at the Consulate General of Indonesia on 21 October 2021.  The event was 
organized to honor healthcare workers and other front-liners from various ASEAN 
communities in Los Angeles who tirelessly served at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Each ASEAN consular mission in Los 
Angeles namely, the Philippines, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand, 
invited five community representatives to the 
gathering. 

 
Filipino-American frontliners were 

represented by Dr. Licerio Castro (President, Philippine Medical Association of Southern 
California); Ms. Catherine Rubio (President, Philippine Nurses Association of Southern 

Heads of the ASEAN Consular Missions in Los Angeles and Patrons of the ASEAN Women Circle of Los 

Angeles (seated, first row) and its Committee Members, together with the Honorees of the ASEAN First 

Responders Gathering held at the Consulate General of Indonesia on 21 October 2021. 

Consul General Badajos (AWCLA Honorary 

Patron) with AWCLA Committee members from 

the Philippines, Vice Consul Joan Macrise C. 

Corrado (leftmost) and Cultural Officer Maria 

Dolores C. Sales (3rd from right) and frontliner 

representatives from the Fil-Am community. 

 

 

 

 

 



California-West Los Angeles Sub-Chapter); Ms. Aquilina Soriano (Executive Director, Pilipino 
Workers Center of Southern California); Dr. Antonio Moya (Executive Director of the Council 
of Young Filipinx Americans in Medicine); and Mr. Ronald C. Lizario (President Emeritus, 
Filipino American Law Enforcement Officers Association). 
 
The highlight of the program was the sharing of frontliners’ work experiences during the height 
of the pandemic. 
 
The gathering also became a venue to showcase the richness and diversity of ASEAN music 
and dances, as well as the vibrant flavors of the region’s cuisine as guests were treated to a 
sumptuous feast of dishes that are distinctly ASEAN. 

 
AWCLA was established on 08 May 1991, drawing inspiration from the ideals of ASEAN 
friendship and unity.  It is a socio-cultural association of women composed of the spouses of 
the heads of mission, as well as female members of the ASEAN consular corps and the 
ASEAN community in Los Angeles.  It aims to promote awareness about ASEAN as an 
organization, and foster people-to-people exchanges with the United States through various 
activities.  AWCLA is currently headed by Madam Dyah Krisnawan of Indonesia.  END. 

Above Left (from L-R): Consul General Badajos (center) with the Fil-Am honorees namely, Mr. 

Ronald Lizardo, Dr. Antonio Moya, Ms. Catherine Licerio Castro.  Above Right: Ms. Aquilina 

Verzosa (3rd from L) receives the Certificate of Appreciation from Consul General Saud Krisnawan 

of Indonesia (center).  Also in photo (from L-R) are the Acting Head of Thai Consulate General, 

Consul Chitrachawee Aroonrunglert, Consul General Anil Fahriza Adenan of Malaysia, Consul 

General Badajos, Consul General Kyaw Swa of Myanmar and Honorary Consul Kim Chha Hout of 

Cambodia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special cultural performances were rendered by the 

Malaya Filipino American Dance Arts who delighted 

the guests with their performance of Pangalay with 

live kulintang musical accompaniment and 

Pandango sa Ilaw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


